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Mother’s Day 
Join us for a special celebration in worship 

For Mother's Day this year, we are planning a 

tribute to all of the mother figures in our lives. 

Children will be invited to join the Bible story as 

we explore Moses’ unique boat story (in the Boat 

Stories sermon series), and all the amazing people 

who we call Mom.  

Children up to 5th grade will be invited to interact 

in the message and sing two favorite songs — 

"Row, Row, Row Your Boat" and "You Are My 

Sunshine".  We are practicing the songs on Sunday 

during Children's Church, but families can also  

practice at home so their children can join us on 

stage for Mother's Day!  

As part of this celebration, we will be collecting 

baby pictures for a photo montage video. Please 

send a baby photo of your child to Kristi Swanson 

at kristi.swanson@stthomasumc.org by Sunday, 

May 1 to be included.  We know mothering is both 

the hardest and most rewarding job we fulfill as 

parents — but seeing our little ones in worship 

helps us remember we’re never alone. 

We hope to see you on Sunday, May 8 at either the 

9:00 or the 11:00 am service for a tribute to mom 

and all of the other mother figures in our lives, 

presented by the wonderful children of our church.    

Graduate Sunday 
On May 15, come help celebrate the tremendous  

accomplishment of our high school seniors, as well 

as college and graduate school graduates during 

worship.   A simple reception with cake and 

refreshments will follow from 10—11:00 am in 

Fellowship Hall so that our members can stop by 

and greet  the students and their families.  



How do you typically “church-shop?”  What are you 

looking for in a church community?  Are you mostly 

interested in finding a church that accommodates 

your needs and gives you a comfortable experience?  

Or, are you looking for a church that equips you to 

serve and deploys your gifts to make a difference in 

the world.  In this 6-week sermon series, we’re diving 

(wink, wink) into stories from the bible with boats in 

them because surprisingly, there’s more than you 

realize.  We hope boats will help us to discover how 

God works and what he is calling us to do as Christ-

followers.  We thought this theme was perfect as we 

sail into the warmer, summer months ahead. 

Week 1: The Story of Jonah 

Youth Sunday 

April 24 | Jonah 4:1-11 

No boat is safe when you’re running away from God.  

Don’t assume God will keep you safe when you’re 

living in sin. 

Week 2: The Story of Noah’s Ark 

Holy Communion 

May 1, 2022 | Genesis 7:15 – 20, 23b – 24 

God knows how to protect his people.  When facing 

danger, we are invited to follow his directions for the 

best results. 

Week 3: The Story of Baby Moses 

Mother’s Day | Children’s Drama 

May 8, 2022 | Exodus 2:1 - 10 

No boat is too small when God is watching over you.  

When situations look hopeless, trust that God can 

work things out. 

Week 4: The Calling of James & John 

Graduate Sunday 

May 15, 2022 | Matthew 4:18 - 23 

When Jesus calls, leave everything behind just as the 

first disciples did.  Nothing should come before 

following God. 

Week 5:  The Story of Jesus Preaching from the Boat 

May 22, 2022 | Matthew 13:1 – 9 

God’s message is not just for church.  Look for ways 

to tell people about Jesus, everywhere you go! 

Week 6:  Paul Takes the Good News on a Boat 

Memorial Day Weekend 

May 29, 2022 | Acts 20:13 – 24 

God’s message comes through people who travel.  

Think about how our church can take the Good News 

to new places through each one of us! 



Thank You! 
The Lay Leaders thank all who submitted devo-

tions for our 2022 Lenten Devotional and thanks 

also to our amazing Communications Committee 

for all their work producing our devotional. 

 Blessings to you all. 

We Are Developing A New Logo 
 

At the end of March, St. Thomas moved forward with a program called 

“Marketing on Retainer” (MOR) as part of a 1-year contract with Very Good 

Marketing.  This contract will help us meet our graphic and digital design 

needs, improve and leverage our presence on social media (we're hoping to 

explore You Tube and other platforms for worship, etc.), and support our 

overall communication strategy. 

This is a local company owned and operated by a woman named Jillian 

Phiffer, who has a theology degree from Southeastern University in Florida and 

10 plus years of experience working as The Director of Marketing for top brands 

like the YMCA and Whole Foods Market. Additionally, she has 2 years of experience working locally for Christ 

Chapel in Woodbridge as their Marketing Director. 

Part of the work MOR is doing for us is to help us develop a new logo that aligns with our relatively new 

mission statement: We exist to reach, nourish, and serve the community so all may experience healing and 

new life through Jesus Christ.  

We felt this was the right time to do this now that Haymarket UMC has launched successfully.  Currently, we 

share branding with them but as of July 2021, we became two separate and independent churches in a similar 

geographic area.  Please stay on the lookout for further communication and updates from the 

Communications Committee and Church Council in the next few months. 

One example of an early concept design 
being explored with MOR to include 

fonts, colors and logo. 

This 90-minute gathering, which includes a 

delicious lunch from our kitchen team, is 

designed for those new to St. Thomas.  

Participants will meet other newcomers as 

well as key leaders, gain a clearer 

understanding of the mission, vision and 

values of St. Thomas, and learn more about 

next steps for growing in faith. RSVP on via the 

bulletin Connect Card or call the church office. 



On Sunday, March 27, 2022, START team members 

departed their home cities en route to New Bern, NC 

to continue rebuilding storm damaged homes in that 

area.  Nine people served on the team, one from as 

far away as St. Louis.  Two former members also 

joined us for the week.  We all arrived in New Bern 

and settled in at the Baptists on Mission rebuilding 

center.  This is our second time working with this 

organization and they have a very fine facility and 

faithful staff. 

We began work on Monday morning on a home that 

had flooded during the hurricane in 2018 and due to 

the passage of time, developed a significant amount 

of rot throughout the building, particularly in the 

floors and supporting structure.  Many of the floor 

beams had already been replaced, so we went to 

work taking up where the last team had left off.  We 

removed the remaining remnants of the floor and put 

down new sub floor.  We also replaced the lower half 

of the exterior siding.  We found significant termite 

damage in the front wall and removed the damaged 

area and rebuilt it.  We began the effort of replacing 

the floor joists on the other side of the building and 

made much progress.  Although we did not complete 

repairs to this house, we made much progress toward 

that end.   

We also worked on two other homes with repairs 

that were not as challenging.  One of these homes 

was a very old structure which had already been 

gutted by previous teams.  Our job in this home was 

to install fire stops in the building to bring it up to 

current building code standards.  The home owner 

arrived shortly after we did and worked with us to 

help in our rebuilding tasks.  It was a pleasure 

working alongside the homeowner. 

The third project we had was the installation of a 

sliding door and two standard exterior doors.  Since 

no replacement sliding doors were available, we 

installed a French door in its place.  This installation 

went well with no significant problems. 

All of the team members were very grateful for all the 

prayers and support we received from our 

congregation.  We could feel your prayers and knew 

that we had your support.  We also sincerely 

appreciate the financial support we received during 

our fund raising effort.  We appreciate all the support 

we receive from our church family. 

Any who might want to join us, in the future, please 

consider doing so.  All skill levels are welcomed and 

we guarantee you will have a rewarding experience.  

We require only a willing servant’s heart.  We will 

help you find a way to contribute to the tasks in a 

significant and meaningful way.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Cliff Farrar at 

fcliff@hotmail.com or 703-881-8718. 

Short Term Aid & Relief Team - START 

mailto:fcliff@hotmail.com


Trustees Work Day   
Thanks to the 15 hardy souls who spent a beautiful Saturday morning in April pruning, trimming and raking. 

The church grounds look wonderful!! 

He Is Risen!  Easter @ St. Thomas 



Food Pantry 

By Jhenny Michalek 

 Over the past two years, we have seen a steady 

need for food in our community.  As a church, we have 

answered that call in a way that would make anyone 

proud.  Our Saturday distribution continues to grow.  I 

am encouraged by the fact that we are seeing some of 

the same people less often, but am mindful of the fact 

that we have an average of 12 new families every 

Saturday.  The need is still there, and we will continue 

to meet it. 

 One concern that we have discussed, is the fact 

that not everyone who needs help can come in on 

Saturdays.  With this in mind, we have decided to open 

a Wednesday evening distribution.  Starting May 25th, 

we will open up a distribution from 5pm - 7pm.   

 To make this possible we will be looking for 

volunteers that can run the computers as well as 

volunteers to handle the food distribution.  We need a 

minimum of 12 volunteers every Wednesday from 4:30 

– 8:00 pm to make this distribution a success.  If you 

cannot help on Wednesday evenings, we are always in 

need of more volunteers to pick up or sort on weekday 

mornings or to help distribute on Saturday 

mornings.  There are multiple ways to sign up if you can 

help: You can go to the church website, contact Jhenny 

at Jhenny.Michalek@stthomasumc.org, go to https://

linktr.ee/stthomasumcfoodpantry or call the church 

office to sign up. 

 Thank you so much for your 

support of this important ministry. 

 

Come learn more about  

the Food Pantry  

 

Sunday, May 8th 

10 - 11am 

In the Fellowship Hall 

 
 New distribution times 

 New volunteer opportunities 

 How we help others 

 How you can help 

https://linktr.ee/stthomasumcfoodpantry
https://linktr.ee/stthomasumcfoodpantry


United Methodist Women 

Mother’s Day Carnation Sales 

The UMW is happy to return to our tradition of selling carnations to honor or remember those special 

ladies in your life on Mother’s Day, Sun, May 8.  Cost is $3 each. Proceeds support the two Compassion 

International children we sponsor. You may take your carnations from the altar arrangement after each 

service on Mother’s Day. Contact Pat Dodson at andyandpatd@yahoo.com to order carnations and make 

you dedications. 

Ladies Spring Tea, Sunday, May 15 at 2 pm 

We are excited to announce that we will hold our Spring Tea in-person this year!   Join us on Sunday, May 

15 from 2:00 to 4:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. All ladies in the church are invited for an afternoon of 

fellowship. RSVP on the Connect Card in the bulletin or contact Pat Dodson at andyandpatd@yahoo.com. 

Summer Craft Bazaar, Sunday, May 22 

Join us at our Summer/Patriotic Bazaar on Sunday, May 22 from 10 am to 12:30 pm in 

the Fellowship Hall.  Stop by after services to see our latest creations. We have many 

items that you can use as gifts or as decorations.  

 Yard Sale, Saturday, May 28, 12-3pm  

The UMW Yard Sale returns! We have quite a collection of Yard Sale and Good As New items treasures 

ready to find a new home!  The Yard Sale will be set up near the Old Parsonage this year. We are not 

collecting additional donations, but if you are interested in renting a parking spot and selling your own 

items, contact Pat Dodson at andyandpatd@yahoo.com 

Our Flower Arranging Workshop at the Flower Gallery last month was a 

big hit!  Doug Burroughs had us cracking up at his jokes while he 

demonstrated how to make two different floral arrangements.  He shared 

several tricks to make the flowers last as long as possible.  Then, we had 

the opportunity to choose flowers and make our own arrangements. We 

hope you can join us at a future event! 

Proceeds from the Bazaars and Yard Sales are distributed to our local and global Missions.  

We are blessed to be a blessing.  Gen 12 



May 3 

Caesar Salad 

Tortellini with Shrimp 

Bubble Bread 

Dessert:  Orange Cake  

Kids:  Spaghetti with Meatballs 

Cookie:  Cowboy Cookies 

 

May 10 

BLT Salad 

Cheeseburger Casserole 

Glazed Carrots 

Hush Puppies 

Dessert:  Boston Cream Pie 

Kids:  Same as Adults 

Cookie:  Cowboy Cookies 

 

 

 

May 17 

Baked Meatloaf 

Mashed Potatoes w/ Brown Gravy 

Peas and Carrots 

Fresh Bread 

Dessert:  Chocolate Cream Pie 

Kids:  Same as Adults 

Cookie:  Cowboy Cookies 

 

May 24 

Orange Chicken 

Rice Pilaf 

Roasted Veggies 

Naan Bread 

Dessert:   

Pineapple Upside Down Cake 

Kids:  Chicken Nuggets 

Cookie:  Cowboy Cookies 

 

May 31 

BBQ Pulled Pork  

Potato and Egg Salad 

Country Baked Beans 

Dessert:  Banana Pudding 

Kids:  Hot Dogs 

Cookie:  Cowboy Cookies 

 

Our last Tuesday Night Dinner will 

be June 14.   

We will have our annual Christmas 

in July meal on July 19th so mark 

your calendars and come decked 

out in your holiday colors! 

Thank you! 

The Kitchen Ministry Team 

News from the Kitchen 
We are enjoying the warmer weather and more daylight hours as we serve our Tuesday Night Dinners.  

Thanks for ordering and coming to pick up your meals or dining in with us. We enjoy seeing you each week. 

Our May menus are as follows: 

Older, Wiser, Livelier Seniors 

On April 22, the OWLS met at Cracker Barrel to 

enjoy lunch and good fellowship - 23 attended! 

Lynn also delivered the beautiful creations  made 

by a few of us in March after our lunch at IHOP. 

Watch the bulletin for information on our next event. If you have any 

suggestions for new restaurants or fun activities, please contact Lynn 

Furlong or Marian Ludlow - they would love to hear from you! 



Children’s Ministry 

By Kristi Swanson 

The Children's Ministry had a great turnout for the 

Easter Egg Hunt with over 700 people in attendance! 

We are already thinking about next year. If you have 

empty plastic eggs, we would welcome them in the bin 

in the narthex. 

Our tweens did a great job helping to prepare for the 

egg hunt and packing health kits for the homeless in 

our April meeting. We were also able to enjoy popcorn 

and sno cones together to cap off a fun evening. For 

May, we will wrap up our year of meetings on May 6, 

from 6:30-8:00 with mini golf at Magic Putting Place 

and ice cream at Nathan's. We hope that 3rd-5th 

graders will join us for Camp Tweens on July 20-21 to 

have lots of summer fun, learn how to read the Bible, 

and receive their Bibles in a special presentation on the 

following Sunday, July 24. 

We have been hard at work in Sunday School and 

Children's Church learning how we can trust Jesus 

more than anything. For May, our theme is "The 

Messengers".  There are so many unique ways to send 

a message! Special deliveries are the best but even 

better are the messages found in each package. This 

month, we are going to look at the most important 

message that was ever sent out and how we are meant 

to be the ones delivering it. Kids are God’s messengers 

that can share the stories of God’s miracles and help. 

Get kids involved in helping God’s message go 

everywhere because God delivers everyone!  

Our summer camps 

will be so much fun 

this year! We are 

hosting Food Truck 

Party VBS from June 

20-24, Spy Camp from 

July 11-15, and 

Innovation Lab from 

August 1-5. Find more information and register at 

www.stthomasumc.org/summercamps. 

http://www.stthomasumc.org/summercamps


Student Ministry 
By Pastor Arum 

 
I am so proud of our students! They prepared and practiced so hard for Youth Sunday in 
the month of April, and Youth Sunday on April 24 was quite a success! Our students led 
the two worship services with band music, skit, choir, prayer, reading, and children’s 
message. We are thankful to see that they, who were once little children, now became 
such beautiful disciples of Christ and serve the church with their God-given gifts and 
talents. Thank you for your applause, compliment, and encouragement to our students. I 
ask you to continue to pray for and support our students! If you want to know more ways 
on how to support our Youth Ministry, do not hesitate to contact me, Pastor Arum!  
 

 
In May, we will have many special programs and events! Check out the PACK weekly emails for the details!  
 

May 1 (Sunday): PACK Night Worship Day & Celebration of May Birthdays 
 
May 8 (Sunday): PACK Night Fun Day – Mother’s Day Cooking. We will have a special gathering via 

Zoom at 3:30 PM for 2 hours to cook dinner for mom!  
 
May 13 (Friday): Special Outing for the 8th-grade students to celebrate their middle school graduation! 

 
May 15 (Sunday): Graduate Sunday (more details on page 1 of this 
newsletter).  Come to either service to celebrate our graduates and 
then stop by a reception in Fellowship Hall between services to wish 
them well — and enjoy some cake as well. 
 
We also will have PACK Night Small Groups Day, too, at night.  
 
 

May 22 (Sunday): It’s our Mission Day, but instead of meeting on Sunday night, we will help the UMW 
Yard Sale set up on Saturday May 28 as our mission project of the month.  

 
May 28 (Saturday): PACK Special Mission at 9 AM at church to help the UMW Yard Sale set-up.  Our 

Confirmation students and their mentors will go on a field trip to Washington D.C. to visit the 
Museum of Bible and the Basilica.  

 
May 29 (Sunday): No PACK Night on the 5th Sunday of the 

month.  
 
June 5 (Sunday): Confirmation Celebration during the 11 AM 

Worship Service on Pentecost Day! There will be a small 
reception, too, at 10 AM in the Fellowship Hall. Please stop 
by and greet with this year’s confirmands! June 5th is also 
the very last day of PACK AM & PACK Night in this school 
year. We will have a BIG PARTY at night!  

 



 
 

 

Here are the highlights of THE PACK in April! Our students dedicated two PACK Night gatherings to practice 
for Youth Sunday. On the first Sunday of April, we celebrated April birthdays (Jonathan Buck pictured). Our 
students also helped with the Easter Egg Hunt event as a mission project of the month. Thank you!  
Here are few moments captured on Youth Sunday. If you missed the worship service, please check it out on 



 

May Church Events 
 May 8 Mother’s Day Celebration 

  Food Pantry Information Session 

 May 15  Graduate Sunday 

  Ladies Spring Tea 2pm 

 May 22 UMW Summer Mini-Bazaar 

  Taste of St. Thomas 12:15pm   

 May 28 UMW Yard Sale 12pm to 3pm 

  Shriner’s Car Show 1pm to 5pm 

 May 30 Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 

St. Thomas UMC 

8899 Sudley Road, 

Manassas, VA 20110 

Rev. Abi Foerster, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Arum Kim, Associate Pastor 

stthomasumc.org 

703-368-5161 

Newsletter Deadline: 

15th of the month 

Please email all articles to both: 

samantha.bouquet@stthomasumc.org 

receptionist@stthomasumc.org 

UMW Yard Sale and Shriner’s Car Show  

Saturday, May 28 

Join us for the 29th Annual Kena 

Shriners Car Club Car, Truck and 

Motorcycle Show on Saturday, 

May 28 at 1 - 5 PM in the front 

parking lot! Manassas City Police 

and Fire Station will bring their 

police car and fire truck, too. 

Children can enjoy a craft station 

and a Balloon giveaway. Burgers, fries, and ice cream from the ice cream truck will be available for purchase. 

It's a great family-friendly event — bring your friends and neighbors! 

The UMW Yard Sale returns! We have quite a collection of Yard Sale 

and Good As New treasures ready to find a new home!  The Yard Sale 

will be set up near the Old Parsonage this year.  

We are not collecting additional donations, but if you are interested in 

renting a parking spot and selling your own items, contact Pat Dodson 

at andyandpatd@yahoo.com and she’ll get you set up to sell! 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Don Mootz

2
Brenda Mootz

Betty Kadel
Marcine Roland

3 
Bill Clouse

4
David Burnett

Emily Page

5
Shannon Lauren
Sharon Schrack

6
Karl Becker

7

8
Cliff Farrar

Lori Harper

9
Kathy Rea

Diane Ameen

10
Roger Stone

11 12 13
Sharron Anderson

14

15
Frank Michalek, Jr

16
Brendan Banner

17
Kimberly Bixby

Ellis Adams
Mary Blay

18 19
Linda Sears

20 21
Marie Davis

Jane Yost
Renee Mouser

22
Jan Burch

23
Lee Enke

Rob Kinnear
Isaac Enchill

24
Zuzanna Steen

25 26 27
Deb Crawford

28

29 30
Scott Wagner

31

May Birthdays


